Compassion Conquers MPH.
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Driving down to Midvalley Megamall last Saturday afternoon was a big production. The roads and the car park of the Midvalley Mall were congested with cars filled with weekend shoppers. However, many brave through all that to attend a book talk by Andee  on Tsem Tulku Rinpoche’s book that he edited and was titled ‘Compassion Conquers All’. This was held in the huge MPH bookstore on the ground floor at 3 pm last Saturday, 20th October 2007.
Amidst shelves and shelves of books with an empty area right in the middle, centered by a fountain. Book-lovers sit on benches around the fountain to the soothing sounds of bubbling water. A small table was set up on the side with the featured book- Compassion Conquers All on display. A screen and projector are set up facing the rows of benches and chairs placed for the talk. Liaison Susan opened the talk with a slide presentation and explanation on our Rinpoche’s previous lives, the significance of this current life, his main teachers and the monastery he comes from along to a display of excellent pictures. 
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Then came Andee’s turn and he took the mike to which he spoke with aplomb. He was seated comfortably at his speaker’s seat. He began with his own experience of how he was brought to Malaysia by the impact of the 8 verses of mind transformation as it was recommended by Rinpoche for Andee to meditate on years ago. It goes full circle now with Andee being the editor of this book that mainly focuses on these 8 verses. He gave plenty of anecdotes of his life experiences and the evolution of how his preconceived notions of happiness just melted away as he learnt and contemplated more about compassion as encapsulated within these 8 verses. He took a question from the public on the purification of negative karma that obstructs us from our aims. Andee gave a broad overview of purification through prayer and he lay claim that the best purification is to be able to realize the 8 verses. The other question was asked about mantras and prayers where Andee answered by going at length about the importance of motivation. As Andee aptly puts it in a nutshell towards the end - all happiness is the result of caring for others while all suffering is the result of caring only for oneself. 
[image: image3.jpg]



The talk ended with the sale of limited edition books that bears the precious signature of Rinpoche. Members and the public alike quickly snapped up the books. Naturally the book talk was organized by the KMP department together with MPH Midvalley management and the people behind the scene is our head honcho, Joseph Chan, Shin Tan, our marketing elf at KMP who did the logistics and liaising with MPH, Chong Jun Jren our official cameraman with Jamie Khoo who did the presentation and the setup, and finally Sharon for a online news blast out and for invitations.

This event goes into KMP’s history book, as the first ever talk on a book by Rinpoche. KMP department is looking forward to many more such events on similar and grander scale. See you in the next book talk!
